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indicated, if at some time we get on a 
jobs bill, we will have—as I have indi-
cated, I appreciate the comments of a 
number of people in the press today. 
Specifically, I direct myself to Mr. 
JOHN CORNYN, the junior Senator from 
Texas. He and I have not always seen 
the same picture on legislative mat-
ters, but I thought his statements in 
the press were very constructive. He, in 
effect, said he would hope we could get 
on legislation and work on it the way 
we used to and that would be to have 
some agreement on how we move for-
ward with amendments. The Repub-
lican leader and I are trying to do that. 

f 

UPCOMING VOTES 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this 
evening, the Senate will vote on legis-
lation to end the unfair practice of cur-
rency manipulation by the Chinese 
Government. It is pretty clear by now 
that China undervalues its currency to 
give its own exports an unwarranted 
advantage in the global marketplace. 
This costs American jobs—lots of 
them. It costs lots of jobs by unjustly 
tilting the playing field against Amer-
ican manufacturers. 

America’s trade deficit with China 
has ballooned from $10 billion in 1990 to 
$273 billion today. It has cost 3 million 
American jobs already. Two million of 
those lost jobs came from the manufac-
turing sector. 

American businesses do not need spe-
cial advantages to compete. They just 
need an even playing field. 

Tonight we have the opportunity to 
stop China from continuing to cheat 
American workers, pump $300 billion 
into our economy, and support 1.6 mil-
lion Americans jobs. 

This legislation has twice advanced 
in this Chamber with bipartisan super-
majorities. Thirty-one Republicans 
voted to move this legislation to the 
Senate floor early last week. I urge 
each of them to stand firm in their sup-
port for this job-creating legislation— 
to stand with American workers rather 
than siding with China. I remind my 
Republican colleagues that those who 
revoke support of this important meas-
ure for the sake of partisan politics 
must answer, first of all, as we all do, 
to our constituents. 

Today, the Senate will vote to pro-
ceed to the American Jobs Act, Presi-
dent Obama’s plan to put Americans to 
work without adding a penny to the 
deficit. This legislation will also ask 
the richest Americans to contribute 
their fair share to get our economy 
back on track. 

The President’s plan will put con-
struction crews back to work building 
the things that make our country 
stronger—roads, bridges, dams, sewers, 
water systems, and up-to-date schools 
where our children can get the best 
education possible. 

There are schools in our country that 
are not wired for the Internet. The av-
erage school in America is a little 
more than 50 years old. Technology has 

changed a lot since those schools were 
constructed, but, sadly, our schools 
have not. This work is essential, and 
Americans are desperate for jobs it will 
create. 

The American Jobs Act would also 
extend unemployment insurance for 
Americans who are still struggling to 
find work. Economists agree this 
boosts the economy because the long- 
term unemployed spend the money im-
mediately on groceries, gas, and rent. 

This legislation would cut taxes for 
middle-class families and businesses— 
something Republicans have long sup-
ported. The President’s plan contains 
many ideas that Republicans have sup-
ported consistently over the years, es-
pecially when their party controlled 
Congress or the White House or both. 
Republicans oppose those ideas now, I 
guess, because they have a proven 
track record of creating jobs—all these 
programs—but I guess Republicans 
think if the economy improves, it 
might help President Obama. So they 
root for the economy to fail and oppose 
every effort to improve it, and they re-
sist anything the President proposes, 
no matter its common sense, including 
this jobs plan to create 2 million jobs, 
containing many of the issues the Re-
publicans have supported many times. 

Americans have demanded Congress 
pass legislation to create jobs—and 
pass it now. Americans support our 
plan to fund job creation by asking 
people who make more than $1 million 
a year to contribute their fair share by 
a margin of 3 to 1. That is 75 percent. 
Mainstream Americans agree we can-
not ask seniors and the middle class to 
go on shouldering the heaviest burden. 

Today we will see whether Repub-
licans have gotten the message or if 
they still put the wants of millionaires 
and billionaires ahead of the needs of 
seniors and middle-class families. The 
American people demand that the Re-
publicans finally admit that putting 
America back to work will require 
shared sacrifice—especially from those 
who can best afford to be part of the 
solution. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

JOBS VOTE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, a 
little later today, the Senate will vote 
on President Obama’s second attempt 

to address our Nation’s ongoing jobs 
crisis with a stimulus bill, and Repub-
licans actually welcome the oppor-
tunity. If voting against another stim-
ulus is the only way we can get Demo-
crats in Washington to finally abandon 
this failed approach to job creation, 
then so be it. 

The President has been calling for 
this vote for weeks, and, in my view, 
we cannot have it soon enough. In fact, 
on the previous bill, I kept trying to 
get a vote on the President’s first 
version of the stimulus bill. We will be 
voting on the second sort of modified 
version of the stimulus bill this after-
noon. This is a vote Republicans are 
anxious to have. 

For nearly 5 years, Democrats have 
controlled the Senate. For the last 3 of 
those years, they have also controlled 
the White House. By proposing a sec-
ond stimulus, Democrats are showing 
the American people they have no new 
ideas for dealing with our jobs crisis. 

Today’s vote is conclusive proof that 
Democrats’ sole proposal is to keep 
doing what has not worked—along with 
a massive tax hike we know will not 
create jobs. So it is hard to overstate 
the importance of this vote. 

The President’s first stimulus was a 
legislative and economic catastrophe. 
Nearly 3 years after passage, we are 
still learning about its failures and its 
abuses. We knew it was a bailout for 
States. We knew all about the absurd 
projects it funded. Over the past few 
weeks, we have also learned that the 
Obama administration was doing the 
very thing with solar companies that it 
once rightly criticized many others for 
doing on Wall Street: gambling with 
other people’s money; the Federal Gov-
ernment playing venture capitalist 
with our tax money. 

But there is only one thing we need 
to know about the first stimulus to op-
pose the second one and it is this: $825 
billion later, there are 1.7 million fewer 
jobs in this country than there were 
when the first stimulus was signed. 
That is the clearest proof it was a mon-
strous failure, and it is the surest proof 
we have that those who support the 
second stimulus are not doing so to 
create jobs. 

As I see it, that is what today’s vote 
boils down to. Everyone who votes for 
this second stimulus will have to an-
swer a simple but important question: 
Why on Earth would we support an ap-
proach that we already know will not 
work? 

Of course, the truth is most Demo-
crats know just as well as I do that 
passing another stimulus and tax hike 
is a lousy idea, which is why the Demo-
crats are having such a hard time con-
vincing their colleagues to vote for it. 

Here is what they have decided to do 
instead. Democrats have designed this 
bill to fail—they have designed their 
own bill to fail—in the hopes that any-
one who votes against it will look bad 
for opposing a bill they mistakenly 
refer to as a ‘‘jobs bill.’’ 

That is not just my interpretation. 
The senior Senator from New York has 
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been out there telling reporters that 
what the Democrats are going for 
today is ‘‘contrast.’’ The senior Sen-
ator from New York said this is all 
about contrast—not about jobs, about 
contrast. 

It does not seem to matter that this 
bill will not pass or that even if it did 
pass, American businesses would be 
stuck with a permanent tax hike. For-
get about all of that. What matters 
most to the Democrats who control the 
Senate, according to the stories I have 
been reading, is that they have an issue 
to run on for next year. This whole ex-
ercise, by their own admission, is a 
charade that is meant to give Demo-
crats a political edge in an election 
that is 13 months away. 

Well, with all due respect to the sen-
ior Senator from New York, the Amer-
ican people don’t want contrast, they 
want jobs. They want the Democrats 
who control the Senate to stop think-
ing about how they can improve their 
own political prospects 13 months from 
now and start thinking about how they 
can help other people’s job prospects 
right now. They want Democrats to 
focus on job creation, not political 
preservation. So I have a better idea. 
How about we get this vote that Demo-
crats already know will not pass be-
hind us so we can focus on real job-cre-
ating legislation that we actually 
know is worthy of passing with bipar-
tisan support. Republicans have been 
calling on Democrats to work with us 
on bipartisan job-creating bills for 3 
years, and every once in a while we 
convince them. 

Tomorrow, we will approve three 
free-trade agreements I have been call-
ing on the President to approve since 
his first day in office. These agree-
ments will not add a dime to the def-
icit, and they are expected by Demo-
crats and Republicans to create tens of 
thousands of jobs. They will have 
strong bipartisan support, and they do 
not contain a single job-destroying tax 
hike. 

Both parties also came together ear-
lier this year to pass a patent reform 
bill President Obama and Democrats in 
Congress touted as a job creator, and 
Democrats and Republicans came to-
gether this summer to pass a highway 
bill extension, FAA extension, that 
will lead to just the kind of job cre-
ation that has bipartisan support. You 
don’t hear much about any of this from 
the President. It gets in the way of his 
campaign strategy. But that does not 
mean Republicans cannot continue to 
urge the President to work with us, 
and that is just what we plan to do. 

Over the next weeks and months, Re-
publicans will continue to press our 
friends on the other side to work with 
us on legislation that will actually do 
something to create jobs in this coun-
try. Our first criteria for any proposal 
is that it would actually lead to more 
jobs, not fewer. I know that may seem 
crazy to some, but in our view it is not 
a jobs bill if it leads to fewer jobs. Our 
second criteria is that it does not add 

to the deficit. There is no reason we 
need to exacerbate one crisis in an ef-
fort to tackle another one. 

Democrats like to point out that the 
second stimulus we will have a vote on 
today is ‘‘paid for with tax hikes’’ and 
that it contains a ‘‘tax cut.’’ What they 
do not tell you, of course, is the tax cut 
lasts for 13 months, while the tax hikes 
last forever. They hide the fact that 
over the next 5 years it will actually 
increase the deficit, by nearly $300 bil-
lion next year alone: Permanent tax in-
creases, temporary tax cuts, increase 
the deficit by $300 billion next year 
alone. 

Another thing the Democratic sup-
porters of this bill fail to mention is 
that about four out of five of the people 
who would be hit with their new taxes 
are, in fact, businesses, including thou-
sands of small businesses across the 
country—in other words, the very peo-
ple Americans rely on to create new 
jobs. So the legislation we will be vot-
ing on today is many things, but it is 
not a jobs bill. Republicans will gladly 
vote against any legislation that 
makes it harder to create jobs right 
now. 

The President’s advisers have said 
they are counting on a do-nothing Con-
gress. That is why we will be voting for 
legislation today that is designed to 
fail. If you ask me, this is a pretty sad 
commentary on the state of the Demo-
cratic Party in Washington. 

I think the American people deserve 
better. I think the 16.5 percent of 
Americans who are looking for work or 
who stopped looking for work deserve 
better. I think the 4.5 million Ameri-
cans who have been out of work for 
more than a year deserve better. I 
think the nearly 15 percent of young 
Americans who cannot find work right 
now deserve better. Americans deserve 
more than a clumsy political stunt. 
They deserve better than the same 
well-rehearsed talking points we have 
been hearing from Democrats over the 
past few weeks. Above all, they deserve 
a different approach to this crisis than 
the one they have gotten from Demo-
crats over the past few years. For near-
ly 3 years, Democrats in Congress have 
done virtually everything the Presi-
dent asked of them—everything he 
asked of them. And I would remind ev-
eryone that they owned the govern-
ment the first 2 years of the Obama ad-
ministration. They got everything they 
wanted. They passed his health care 
bill. They passed his financial regula-
tions bill. They passed his stimulus. 
They waved through all the regula-
tions, the bailouts, and the massive 
spending bills. And what did we get? A 
bad economy became worse; record 
deficits and debt; a first ever credit 
downgrade; and 1.7 million fewer jobs. 
Democrats may have run out of ideas, 
but Republicans are ready to work 
with them on a new approach. It is why 
we are here. And we are ready to act. 

I yield the floor. 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business until 5:30, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Tennessee. 

f 

JOBS AGENDA 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I rise to 
talk a little bit about the conversation 
we just had on the floor. 

There is no question that in the 
State of Tennessee and all across our 
country, I think the biggest item on 
anybody’s mind is our economy and 
people having jobs in each of our 
States. 

I still believe the very best thing we 
can do to create a sound economy is for 
this deficit committee to do what it 
needs to do in November and December 
and for us to show the American people 
we have the ability to deal with the big 
structural issues our country faces. I 
believe that with all my heart. 

I don’t think there is a business in 
our country today that is looking for 
some sugary stimulus bill that will be 
here and gone, leaving us with lots of 
debt and increased taxes down the 
road. I believe that. 

I guess I am disappointed that again 
we are in a situation, just as we were 
last Thursday night, where we are real-
ly not here to solve problems—neither 
side, candidly—we are here to have 
some political stunt take place. 

I do want to say to my friends on 
both sides of the aisle that there are 
numbers of people here who have 
worked hard to get the free-trade 
agreements in the place they need to 
be, and I think we are all expecting 
them to pass tomorrow. I think all of 
us who support these three free-trade 
agreements that have been languishing 
for 995 days—by the way, that includes 
lots of Senators on both sides of the 
aisle. I think what we just heard the 
leader say—that if we were to get on 
this jobs bill, as he is advocating we 
get on today, the likelihood of us actu-
ally taking up these free-trade agree-
ments and passing them tomorrow is 
almost nil. I mean it is not going to 
happen. We know there are people who 
oppose the free-trade agreements, and I 
doubt very seriously that we are going 
to see a unanimous consent to move off 
a jobs bill that everyone knows is real-
ly for show on to something that is se-
rious, such as the free-trade agree-
ments that some people oppose. 

So I have had lots of conversations 
with Senators on both sides of the aisle 
over the course of the last 72 hours re-
garding the need for us to have a real 
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